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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1951. 


Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 
Council  Offices, 

Adwick  Road, 

Mexborough. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1951,  and,  once  again,  I  find  this  a  pleasant  duty. 


During  the  year,  the  death  rate  for  your  district  was 
again  slightly  higher  than  previous  years,  and  the  corrected 
death  rate  was  also  slightly  higher  than  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  during  the  year  has  risen 
and  this  has  taken  place  during  a  year  when  the  birth  rate 
has  fallen. 


During  the  year  there  was  a  total  of  292  live  births 
in  your  district,  and  a  total  of  230  deaths,  so  that  there  is  a 
slight  natural  increase. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  notifications  of 
diphtheria,  nor  were  there  any  deaths  from  this  disease.  In 
addition,  this  year  will  be  noted  as  the  first  in  which  vaccination 
with  B.C.G.  vaccine  has  been  used  to  protect  children  at 
special  risk  from  contracting  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year,  further  arrangements  have  been  put 
in  hand,  so  that  whooping  cough  vaccine  may  be  made  avail¬ 
able  free  of  charge  for  the  protection  of  young  infants  and 
children 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  Registrar  General's  estimated 
resident  mid-year  population  is  slightly  under  19,000,  as  was 
the  provisional  figure  given  in  the  census  which  took  place  in 
April  of  1951.  Can  it  now  be  said  that  when  the  various 
building  Schemes  are  completed,  your  area  for  all  practical 
purposes  is  fully  built  up  ? 

Atmospheric  pollution  continues  to  be  severe  and  i.c 
associated  with  much  ill  health  in  the  District.  It  is  perhaps 
not  inopportune  here  to  emphasise  one  of  the  points  made  in 
Mr.  Brearley’s  Report,  that  the  relationship  between  the  cost 
of  essential  repairs  and  the  value  of  some  of  the  property  is 
out  of  all  proportion,  especially  when  one  views  the  older 
houses.  Will  the  coming  years,  in  spite  of  these  repairs,  show 
that  there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  sub-standard 
property  in  Mexborough  ? 

The  Scheme  for  the  unified  control  of  the  expectant 
mother  group  continued  in  operation  during  the  year,  although 
the  Junior  Obstetrician,  Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Renshaw,  resigned  his 
appointment,  to  take  up  General  Practice  on  the  1st  September. 

Again,  more  after-care  work  is  being  carried  out  on 
cases  discharged  from  Hospital,  and  I  find  this  to  be  just  one 
point  in  the  link  up  of  the  medical  service  in  the  district. 

The  mutual  help  and  co-operation  between  the  Hospital 
Authorities,  my  colleagues  in  General  Practice,  and  the  Public 
Health  Department,  has  been  well  marked  again  during  the 
year. 


Much  inspectorial  work  has  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Brearley  and  his  District  Inspector,  to  ameliorate  some  of  the 
conditions  appertaining  to  the  preparation  and  sale  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  food  stuffs  in  your  town.  Perhaps  we  should  gather 
strength  from  the  fact  that  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning 
were  received  during  the  year.  The  co-operation  from  the 
food  traders  has  been  well  marked. 
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For  four  years  now,  the  Divisional  Scheme  of  the 
Preventive  Medical  Service  has  been  in  operation  in  your 
district,  and  I  feel  that  it  can  be  reasonably  said  that  this 
scheme  has  initially  been  very  successful.  During  the  year, 
consideration  was  given  to  a  proposal  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  of  delegation  of  powers  relating  to  the 
functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  carrying  out  the 
services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946. 


I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  Department,  for  the  help  and  assistance 
given  during  the  year. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  co-op¬ 
eration  in  all  Public  Health  matters,  also  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  have  enjoyed  the  easy  working  with  the  Clerk  and  all  the 
officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  to  thank  them  for 
their  valued  advice  and  co-operation. 

Lastly,  I  wish  to  thank  my  Divisional  Medical  Office 
staff  for  their  efficiency  during  the  year,  and  help  in  the 
compilation  of  this  Report. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  LEIPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mexborough  Urban  District  Council. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  1,452 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population 

mid  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  18,730 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1951)  5,190 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £78,891 

Net  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £295 

Height  above  sea  level  (in  feet)  ...  ...  ...  50-250 

Rainfall  for  year  (in  inches)  ...  ...  ...  ...  24-32 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  ...  ...  ...  160 

Mean  Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  49-70°F 


Mexborough  is  a  compact  market  town,  with  a  density 
of  population  of  slightly  more  than  12  persons  per  acre,  and  is 
situated  in  the  heart  of  Industrial  South  Yorkshire. 

Built  for  the  most  part  on  sand-stone,  the  chief 
occupations  are  Mining,  Engineering  and  Printing,  and  during 
the  year  there  has  been  a  minimum  amount  of  unemployment. 
In  addition,  various  firms  are  now  established  of  a  light 
industrial  nature,  which  are  using  female  labour. 


The  mean  temperature  is  about  average  for  the  decade, 
as  was  the  rainfall  which  included  a  very  wet  November  month 
during  which  5-14  inches  of  rain  fell  on  23  rainy  days. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1951. 


Males  Females  Total 


Live  Births  :  Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ... 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ... 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population — (Crude) 

(Corrected)  ... 

Stillbirths — Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live 
and  Still) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 
Population 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (comparability 
figure  1-17) 


150 

6 

3 

10 

131 


130 

6 

6 

6 

99 


280 

12 

9 

16 

230 

15- 59 

16- 21 

29-90 

12-28 

14.37 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes, 


Death-  rate  per 
1,000  total  (live 
Deaths.  and  still)  Births 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  Nil  Nil 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  : 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  . 

Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ... 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 


54-79 

57.14 

Nil 


37 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 


The  total  number  of  live  births,  292,  shows  that  the 
decline  noticed  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  continued 
during  1951.  The  highest  number  of  live  births  recorded  for 
your  District  in  any  one  particular  year  since  the  last  war, 
was  in  1947,  when  the  figure  was  409,  and  in  the  subsequent 
years  the  figure  has  been  359,  368,  348  and  now  292. 


The  Still  Births  which  were  nine  in  number  during  the 
year,  represents  the  yearly  average  since  the  end  of  the  war, 
as  does  the  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
However  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Live  Births  have  been 
lower  in  number,  the  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births  and  also  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  related 
births  have  both  shown  an  upward  trend. 

The  fatal  case  of  Measles  was  the  first  in  your  district 
for  four  years,  and  it  is  noted  that  there  have  now  been  four 
years  without  a  fatal  case  of  Whooping  Cough. 

In  addition,  there  have  again  been  no  deaths  for  the 
last  2  years  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  a  condition 
which  even  relatively  recently,  in  your  district,  has  been  the 
cause  of  childhood  deaths. 


The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  number  12, 
which  represents  about  the  average  number  of  fatal  cases  in 
any  year  since  the  last  war. 


G 
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Deaths  from  all  causes  during  1951. 

Males.  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  ...  11  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

8.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  ...  —  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  ...  5  3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  ...  4  2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ...  —  2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  —  5 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  13  3 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  ...  8  11 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  13  5 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  4  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  19 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  4  7 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  5 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  16 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  2  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  2  — 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarhoea  ...  ...  —  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  ...  —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  4  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ...  19  12 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  2  — 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  1 

35.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  — 


Total  from  all  causes  ...  131  99 
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The  main  causes  of  death  thus  continue  to  be,  Diseases 
of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  (86),  Malignant  Disease  (38) 
and  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  (37). 

The  average  age  at  death  in  your  District  in  1951,  was 
62  years. 

I  feel  that  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia, 
and  also  some  of  the  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Blood  Vessels,  may  be  related  to  the  fact  that  the  atmosphere 
is  so  heavily  polluted,  especially  during  the  fog  period  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

A  comparison  of  the  various  rates  in  your  district, 
against  the  similar  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  the  126 
County  Boroughs  etc.  and  the  148  smaller  towns  is  appended. 

126  C.BV  and  148  Smaller  Mexborough 
England  Great  Towns  Towns(Res.  Pop.  Urban 

and  including  25,000 — 50,000  District 

Wales  London  at  1931  Census)  Council 


Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

Births  : 

Live  Births  . 

15-5 

17-3 

16-7 

16-2 

Still  Births 

0-36 

045 

0-38 

048 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes  . 

12-5 

13-4 

12-5 

14-4 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

o-oo 

o-oo 

OOO 

OOO 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

o-oi 

0-01 

0-01 

o-oo 

Diphtheria  . 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

Tuberculosis  . 

0-31 

0-37 

0-31 

064 

Influenza . 

0-38 

0-36 

038 

0-11 

Smallpox . 

o-oo 

OOO 

OOO 

o-oo 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 
Polioencephalitis ) 

o-oo 

o-oi 

o-oi 

0-05 

Pneumonia  . 

0-61 

065 

0-63 

037 

Notifications  : 

(Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 

0-00 

o-oo 

0-00 

o-oo 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

0-00 

Meningococcal 
infection  . 

0-03 

0-04 

0-03 

0-05 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Ml 

1-20 

1-20 

0-96 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

3-87 

3-62 

4-00 

2-08 

Diphtheria  . 

002 

0-02 

0-03 

o-oo 

Erysipelas  . 

014 

015 

012 

o-oo 

Smallpox . 

ooo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

Measles  . 

14-07 

13-93 

14-82 

19-54 

Pneumonia  . 

0-99 

1-04 

096 

2-40 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
( including 
Polioencephalitis ) 
Paralytic . 

003 

003 

0*03 

037 

Non  Paralytic  ... 

0-02 

002 

003 

005 

Food  poisoning 

0-13 

015 

0-08 

o-oo 
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126  C.B’s.  and  148  Smaller  Mexborough 
England  Great  Towns  Towrns(Res.  Pop.  Urban 

and  including  25,000 — 50.000  District 

Wales  London  at  1931  Census)  Council 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  : 


All  causes  under 
1  year  of  age 
Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 
under  2  yrs.  of  age 


29-6  (a)  33-9 

1-4  1-6 


27-6  54-8 

1-0  0-00 


Notifications  : 

(Corrected) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  Pyrexia  ...  10-66  13-77  8-08  9*97 

(a)  Per  1000  related  live  births. 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still)  births. 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  (Mexborough  Urban 
District)  . 


0-79 

0-00 


The  above  table  shows  that  in  your  District  the  Live 
Birth  Rate,  the  Still  Birth  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate  from  all 
causes  were  slightly  higher  than  the  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales. 

There  were  multiple  notifications  of  acute  Poliomyelitis 
including  Polioencephalitis  (paralytic  and  non-paralytic),  and 
this  was  reflected  in  the  death  rate  from  these  diseases. 

With  no  notifications  of,  nor  deaths  from,  Diphtheria, 
it  is  nevertheless  necessary  to  emphasise  again  that  less  than 
five  children  in  every  10  in  your  district  under  the  age  of  5 
years,  has  deceived  any  protection  whatever  against  this 
disease.  Children  should  be  primarily  immunised  before  their 
first  birthday — long  before  they  go  to  school. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  notifications  of 
food  poisoning. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  was  38, 
greatly  less  than  the  151  cases  notified  during  1950.  It  is  hoped 
that  facilities  may  be  available  shortly  for  young  infants,  whose 
parents  so  desire  for  them,  to  be  protected  by  injection  against 
Whooping  Cough. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate* 

In  1950,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  31  per  1,000 
related  live  births,  when  11  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year 
died  during  the  year,  when  there  were  348  births. 
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This  year,  1951,  has  shown  an  upward  swing  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate  to  55  per  1,000  live  births  i.e.  16  infants 
have  died  during  the  year,  when  there  was  a  total  of  292  live 
births. 


As  was  stated  in  1950,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  total 
number  of  births  occurring  in  your  district  in  the  year  is 
statistically  low,  and  that  sudden  variations  in  the  infant  death 
rate  which  have  occurred  in  the  past  and  will  naturally  occur 
again  in  the  future.  I  am,  however,  quite  satisfied  that  the 
present  general  trend  remains  favourable. 


INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE,  1951* 


Cause  of  Death 

AGE  P 

tT  DEATH 

Weeks 

Months 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

1-2 

2-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Prematurity  . 

2 

2 

Congenital 

Malformation 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Birth  Injury  . 

2 

2 

Atelectasis  . 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  . 

1 

1 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

8 

1 

2 

2 

3 

16 

Infant  Deaths* 

January  ... 
February 

...  2 

...  2 

1st  Quarter 

March 

...  1 

i  j 

April 

May 

:::  1  j 

2nd  Quarter 
8 

June 

...  3 

July 

August 

...  1 

3rd  Quarter 
1 

September 

.!.  i 

I  z 

October  ... 
November 

:::  ;  ' 

4th  Quarter 

i 

December 

•  •  •  'w 
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It  was  somewhat  surprising  to  note  that  the  biggest 
single  cause  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  was  Congenital 
Malformation  (5).  Only  two  infant  deaths  were  ascribed  to 
Prematurity  which  would  indicate  that  the  steps  taken  to  mini¬ 
mise  the  deaths  of  low  weight  infants  have  not  been 
unsuccessful. 

One  other  observation  might  be  made  about  the  table 
showing  cause  and  age  at  death  of  the  16  infant  deaths.  This 
is,  that  there  is  a  reversion  to  the  pattern  found  previously,  i.e. 
9  deaths  under  1  month  and  7  deaths  between  one  month  and 
1  year.  I  feel  that  this  reversion  is  a  purely  temporary  one  and 
future  years  will  again  show  the  great  predominance  of  infant 
mortality  in  the  first  month  of  life. 

Maternal  Mortality* 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  year  1951. 


SECTION  B 

( 1 )  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area  : 

The  full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  your 
Authority  are  as  printed  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities,  Bacteriological  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Findlay,  and 
the  services  are  completely  satisfactory. 

Throat  Swab  examinations,  sputum  and  faeces  exam¬ 
inations  have  been  the  most  frequent.  The  testing  of  samples 
of  blood  of  expectant  mothers  for  Rhesus  Factor  and  Kahn 
examination  are  carried  out  by  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service, 
Sheffield,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Malone. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities*  The  Ambulance  facilities  of 
your  Urban  District  are  arranged  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  at  Dunford  House,  Wath-on-Dearne,  where  four 
ambulances  and  two  sitting-case  vehicles  were  available  during 
the  year. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home*  In  1950  in  Mexborough 
Urban  District,  there  were  9,385  Nursing  visits  paid  by  the 
three  District  Nurses.  During  1951  there  were  11,634  visits 
paid. 
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One  Queens  Nurse,  one  State  Registered  Nurse  and 
one  State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse,  all  of  whom  possess  motor 
cars  in  order  to  carry  out  their  duties,  were  barely  adequate 
for  the  Home  Nursing  in  your  town  during  the  year.  This 
overwork  lead  to  sickness  amongst  the  Nurses  themselves, 
and  one  of  the  Nurses  has  since  resigned  to  take  up 
Missionary  work. 

The  standard  of  nursing  has  been  very  good,  and  the 
majority  of  cases  have  continued  to  be  cardio-vascular  degen¬ 
erative  diseases  of  the  aged.  The  work  of  the  Home  Nurse 
has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  general  public,  and  by  my 
colleagues  in  general  practice. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  pressure  on  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  continues  a  long  time  after  any  bad  weather 
period,  as  the  cases  nursed  in  the  home  are  essentially  of  a 
chronic  nature. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics 
used  solely  for  diagnosis  or  consultation* 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Adwick  Road,  M exborough: — - 

Monday —  9.30  a.m.  -  12  noon  —  U.V.  Ray  Clinic. 

Tuesday —  9.30  a.m. -12  noon  — Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2.00  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m.  —  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

&  Immunisation  Clinic. 

Wednesday — 2.00  p.m.-  4.30  p.m.  —  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 
Thursday —  9.30  a.m. -12  noon  — Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2.00  p.m.-  4.30  p.m.  —  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
Friday —  9.30  a.m.  -  12  noon  —  U.V.  Ray  Clinic. 

In  addition,  Ophthalmic  Clinics  and  Paediatric  Clinics 
are  held  here,  about  one  or  two  sessions  per  month. 

During  the  year,  the  Child  Welfare  premises  have  been 
loaned  to  the  Family  Planning  Association,  who  hold  a  Clinic 
there  on  the  second  and  fourth  Friday  afternoons  of  every 
month. 

(e)  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

A  large  pram  shelter  at  the  Mexborough  Clinic  has  now 
been  built  and  gives  adequate  shelter  for  prams  in  wet  weather, 
during  the  time  that  the  infants  are  in  the  Clinic  with  their 
Mothers. 

Attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  your  district 
during  1951  as  compared  with  the  previous  two  years  are  : — 

1951  1950  1949 

(i)  Under  one  year  of  age  ...  4004  3827  4592 

( ii )  Over  one  year  of  age  ...  1632  1741  2580 

These  figures  show  a  decrease  which  is  commensurate 

with  the  fall  in  the  number  of  live  births  registered  in  these  years 
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I  feel  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  type  of  work 
carried  out  in  this  Clinic  and  that  more  emphasis  is  being  given 
to  health  teaching  than  to  treatment  of  children. 

The  new  Hanovia  Sun  Lamp  has  been  well  used,  and 
has  proved  beneficial  to  Mexborough  School  children,  who 
have  required  a  course  of  treatment — 58  Sessions  have  been 
held  during  the  year,  and  1147  attendances  have  been  made 
by  school  children. 

(f)  Ante-Natal  Clinic* 

Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Renshaw  resigned  his  appointment  of 
Obstetrician  on  the  31st  August,  1951.  Since  this  period,  the 
Clinic  has  been  in  medical  charge  of  Dr,  B.  R.  A.  Demaine, 
Dr.  H.  F.  Lindsay  and  myself.  A  total  of  271  Expectant 
Mothers  made  1228  attendances. 

Nine  out  of  every  10  expectant  mothers  during  the  year 
attended  this  Clinic,  and  these  figures  correspond  very  closely 
to  those  obtained  last  year. 

( g )  Chest  Clinics* 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Market  Street,  Mexborough. 

Monday  ...  10.00  a.m.  -  12  Noon. 

Wednesday  ...  10.00  a.m.  -  12  Noon. 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  supervised  by  Dr.  F.  C.  N.  Holden, 
Consultant  Chest  Physician,  who  is  helped  by  two  Health 
Visitors,  and  there  is  close  working  between  the  Health 
Department  and  the  Clinic.  Any  confidential  information 
required  for  the  assessment  of  need  for  rehousing,  extra 
nourishment,  provision  of  extra  bed  and  bedding  for  segreg¬ 
ation  and  home  help,  is  readily  available  from  the  Chest  Clinic. 

( h )  Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

A  Treatment  and  Diagnostic  Clinic  is  held  at  12, 
Frederick  Street,  Rotherham. 

(i)  General  Hospital  Services* 

In  the  main,  acute  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  treated 
at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  and  the  Moorgate 
Hospital,  Rotherham,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  at  the  Beckett 
Hospital,  Barnsley.  All  these  Hospitals  are  well  equipped,  and 
treat  a  large  number  of  acute  and  chronic  cases,  both  as  in 
and  out-patients. 

There  has  been  a  close  working  liaison  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 
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(j)  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital* 

Wath  Wood  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  is  now  used  for  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  Cases  of  serious  infection  are  now  admitted  either 
to  the  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital,  Barnsley,  or  the  Doncaster 
Isolation  Hospital. 

I  think  that  in  general,  this  policy  of  centralising 
Hospitals  where  Infectious  disease  are  treated,  is  a  beneficial 
one. 


( k )  Maternity  Hospitals. 

Booked  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  Maternity 
Block  of  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  Listerdale 
Maternity  Home,  Hamilton  Annexe,  Doncaster,  and  a  few  to 
the  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  St.  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  and  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham.  A 
system  which  ensures  that  cases  which  really  require  it  will  be 
confined  in  Hospital,  has  been  in  operation  again  during  the 
year. 


I  think  the  system  of  allocation  of  booked  Hospital  beds 
has  been  adequate  and  fair  during  the  year. 

Cases  have  been  booked,  and  also  admitted  in  emerg¬ 
ency  to  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  also  to  Moorgate 
General  Hospital  during  the  year. 

The  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  although  but  rarely 
used  is  centred  on  the  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Mental  Health  Service  —  Mexborough  Urban  District,  1951. 

Training — 2  children  attending  Doncaster  Occupation 
Centre. 

2  adults  receiving  home  training. 

Institutions  and  Vacancies — 2  adults  admitted  to 
Institutions. 

Vacancies  required  for  2  adults  and  2  children. 

West  Riding  Patients — 19  under  Statutory  Supervision. 

5  under  Voluntary  Supervision. 

1  under  Guardianship. 

Hospital  Board  Patients — 1  on  Licence. 

2  After-care  patients. 
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Mental  Health — General* 

The  Mental  Health  Service  has  made  little  progress 
during  the  year.  The  prospect  of  an  Occupation  Centre  to 
serve  the  area  seems  as  remote  as  ever,  though  the  need  of  it 
is  increasing.  The  Home  Teacher  who  carried  out  Home 
Training  of  Mental  Defectives,  resigned  her  appointment 
during  the  year. 


Admissions  to  Institutions. 

Four  patients  who  live  in  your  District  are  awaiting 
Institutional  care  and  they  present  great  social  problems,  as 
their  care  places  a  great  strain  on  their  families. 


After-Care  Service* 

The  After-Care  Service  for  patients  discharged  from 
Mental  Hospital  is  growing,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  pay  all 
the  attention  necessary  to  these  patients. 


* 

Div.  30 

Mexbro’ 

Urban 

District 

1.  No.  of  defectives  ascertained  during 

1951  . 

Total  No.  of  defectives  ascertained 

2.  No.  under  Guardianship  . 

No.  under  Statutory  Supervision 

No.  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

No.  on  Licence  from  Institution 

3.  No.  awaiting  Institutional  Vacancies 

No.  attending  Doncaster  Occupation 
Centre  . 

No.  being  Home  Trained  . 

10  (12) 

139  (140) 

7(7) 

106  (104) 

25  (26) 

1  (3) 

18  (16) 

10  (10) 
5(12) 

3(D 

25  (27) 

1  0) 

19  (19) 
5(6) 
-0) 

4(3) 

2(1) 

2(2) 

Reports  made  for  Regional  Hospital 

Boards  (Institutional  Patients) . 

10(15) 

2(2) 

After  care  patients  (Mental  Hospital)  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  . 

14  (9) 

2(1) 

Number  in  brackets  are  corresponding  figures  for  1950. 
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3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare* 

In  your  Urban  District  there  was  one  Health  Visitor, 
and  three  Assistant  Health  Visitors  working,  on  the  district 
and  at  the  Clinic,  during  the  year. 

The  visits  to  the  home  were  the  most  important  part 
of  the  work,  and  Mothers  were  helped  and  advised  in  the 
upbringing  and  successful  rearing  of  infants  and  children. 

The  selective  system  of  priority  visits  to  illegitimate 
and  premature  infants,  and  infants  of  problem  families  and  poor 
social  background  was  in  force  during  1950.  The  illegitimate 
infant  Death  rate  in  your  District  has  varied  from  353  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births  in  1948,  to  40  in  1949,  105  in 
1950  and  this  year  the  figure  is  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 


There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  amount  of  teaching 
carried  on  in  the  Clinic,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  link  with  the  family  Doctors,  who  are  so  overworked  in 
this  Town. 

Again  a  Health  Visitor  has  now  for  more  than  3i  years 
been  associated  with  the  After-care  work  from  the  exceedingly 
busy  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

A  great  increase  in  the  Health  Visitor's  work  has 
occurred  in  the  socio-medical  work  associated  with  the  aged 
of  the  Town.  The  care  of  the  problem  families,  as  most 

problem  families  have  a  large  number  of  children,  has  been 
left  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  Health  Visitor.  I  reported  to 
you  during  the  year  that  there  were  in  the  Mexborough  Urban 
District,  about  a  dozen  known  problem  families. 

The  characteristics  of  a  problem  family  are  essentially 
intractable  ineducability  and  instability  or  infirmity  of 
character.  This  results  in  persistent  neglect  of  children,  if 
there  are  any,  and  there  were  usually  many,  in  fecklessness, 
irresponsibility,  improvidence  in  the  conduct  of  life,  and  in 
lack  of  discipline  in  the  home,  where  dirt,  poverty  and  squalor 
are  often  conspicuous. 
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Much  of  my  time  has  recently  been  spent  on  this  type 
of  family,  and  I  am  now  after  3  years  in  the  area,  of  the 
opinion  that  an  attempt  at  re-education  should  be  taken  rather 
than  “hounding”  these  people  through  the  agency  of  various 
official  and  unofficial  bodies  and  agents. 

I  would  thus  like  to  recommend  that  the  Council  consider 
the  possibility  of  making  available  for  this  type  of  family,  one 
or  more  “half-way  houses”  where  these  families  can  live 
and  receive  education  to  bring  them  back  within  the  limits  of 
normality. 

(iii)  Domiciliary  Midwives* 

I  am  very  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  Service  during  the  year. 

Again  I  feel  there  have  been  no  cases  of  any  significant 
abnormality  of  the  domiciliary  confinement  of  Mothers  in  your 
District,  when  they  had  routinely  and  adequately  attended  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

The  improvement  in  the  neo-natal  infant  death  rate  has 
only  been  gradual.  It  still  appears  probable  that  the  diet  of 
the  expectant  mother  is  one  of  the  factors  which  may  be  a 
cause  of  still  births  and  premature  births,  and  advice  is  being 
given  to  the  Mother  in  the  home  and  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
on  the  assumption  that  attention  to  diet  offers  the  best  chance 
of  improvement. 

Application  for  Institutional  Confinement* 

During  1951,  424  applications  were  received  for 
admission  to  Maternity  Homes  in  the  Divisional  area.  Roughly 
90%  (383)  were  booked. 

122  of  these  application  were  received  from  Mothers 
resident  in  the  Mexborough  Urban  District  of  which  a  total 
of  109  cases  were  booked.  Accommodation  was  obtained  for 
88  expectant  Mothers  at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough, 
and  the  remainder  were  principally  booked  either  at  Listerdale, 
Maternity  Home,  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley,  or  Moorgate 
General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Applications  were  grouped  under  the  following 
categories  : — 

Priority  I  (Abnormal  cases)  ...  ...  ...  13 

Priority  II  (Poor  Social  Conditions)  ...  ...  72 

Priority  III  ( Primigravida  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  24 
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Ante-Natal  Care* 

2,407  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by 
Domiciliary  Midwives  in  Mexborough  during  1951.  In  the 
whole  Division  11,151  Ante-Natal  visits  were  made  and  in 
addition  145  cases  discharged  from  Hospital  before  the  14th 
day  were  attended  by  Midwives. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia* 

The  take  up  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  in  the  Division 
was  70%  during  1951,  an  increase  of  10%  over  last  year. 
In  Mexborough  it  was  administered  at  134  of  173  Domiciliary 
confinements  i.e.  77%. 


Care  of  the  Premature  Infant* 

101  Premature  Infants  were  born  in  the  Division  in 
1951.  82  were  living  at  birth  and  19  were  still  births. 

Fourteen  of  the  live  births  subsequently  died,  giving  an 
average  survival  rate  of  83%. 

Premature  Infants  born  at  home  totalled  38  (35  live 
births  and  3  still  births)  and  their  average  weight  was  4  lbs.  8 
ozs.  Seven  of  these  babies  died,  their  average  weight  being  3  lbs. 
12  ozs.  The  average  weight  of  the  babies  surviving  (80%  of 
the  total)  was  4  lbs.  1 1  ozs. 

Institutional  Premature  births  included  47  live  births 
and  16  still  births.  7  babies — average  weight  3  lbs.  llj  ozs. 
died.  The  survival  rate  was  85%  and  the  average  weight 
was  4  lbs.  1 1  ozs. 

12  Premature  babies  were  born  in  Domiciliary  practice 
of  Midwives  in  Mexborough,  their  average  weight  at  birth 
was  4  lbs.  11^  ozs.  Two  infants  (weight  4  lbs.  and  3  lbs. 
12  ozs.)  died,  one  after  transfer  to  Hospital.  The  average 
weight  of  surviving  babies  was  4  lbs.  14  ozs.  at  birth. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria* 

Facilities  for  Mothers  to  have  their  children  protected 
by  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  and  by  Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  are  available  at  each  family  Doctor’s  Surgery  in 
your  District,  or  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
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The  number  of  children  who  have  been  vaccinated 
against  Smallpox  during  the  year,  under  one  year  of  age,  was 
only  seven,  and  this  clearly  indicates  that  there  is  by  and  large 
complete  apathy  of  parents  to  the  question  of  Vaccination. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  primary  and  re-vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  year  were  carried  out  because  of  the 
necessity  of  a  certificate  of  recent  vaccination  or  re-vaccination, 
when  persons  were  travelling  abroad. 

ft  might  be  wise  to  point  out  here  that  as  the  infant 
gets  older  there  is  the  possibility  that  it  may  not  be  as  easy 
to  vaccinate  against  smallpox,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
severe  constitutional  upsets — although  very  rare  indeed — 
always  seem  to  follow  primary  vaccinations  in  an  adult  or 
adolescent. 

The  overall  protection  of  infants  and  children  against 
diphtheria  is  far  better  than  that  of  vaccination.  With  over  75% 
of  the  child  population  i.e.  0-15  years  protected  against  diph¬ 
theria,  I  feel  that  by  maintaining  this  percentage  we  can  reason¬ 
ably  expect  not  to  have  again  the  outbreaks  of  this  disease 
which  are  well  within  living  memory. 

The  point  on  which  I  am  not  satisfied  is  that  more 
children  are  not  being  immunised  against  Diphtheria  before 
the  first  birthday.  If  as  a  routine  measure,  all  eight  month 
old  infants  could  be  brought  to  the  Clinic  or  the  family  Doctor's 
Surgery,  for  this  painless  immunisation,  I  am  sure  that  we 
could  look  to  the  future  with  more  certainty  that  there 
would  be  no  cases  or  deaths  from  this  disease  in  your  district 
in  the  coming  years. 

First  birthday  greeting  cards  are  sent  to  each  child 
attaining  the  age  of  one  year,  in  your  district,  and  I  feel  that 
some  of  the  advice  so  colourfully  and  neatly  given  on  this  card 
to  the  parents,  has  been  taken. 

It  is  expected  that  in  1952  facilities  will  be  available 
for  Mothers  desiring  their  children  to  be  protected  against 
Whooping  Cough,  by  vaccination  which  will  be  available  in 
the  Clinic,  and  of  course  to  the  family  Doctor. 

1  would  stress  that  until  all  infants  are  being  protected 
against  diphtheria  before  their  first  birthday,  that  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  infants  against  Whooping  Cough  is  relatively 
unimportant. 
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5.  Section  28  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-Care* 


( i )  Hospital  After-Care* 

Miss  W.  J.  Bailey,  the  Health  Visitor  who  has  been 
given  the  task  of  arranging  for  hospital  after-care  from  the 
Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  reports  to  me  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  after-care  work  from  the 
hospital  during  1951. 


Background  reports  of  the  socio-medical  conditions  in 
the  home,  requested  by  the  Hospital  Authorities,  numbered 
362,  and  this  number  includes  : — 

79  patients  from  the  Mexborough  Urban  Area. 

99  patients  from  the  Dearne  Urban  Area. 

46  patients  from  the  Conisbrough  and  Denaby  Areas. 

118  from  neighbouring  Urban  Districts. 

The  figure  of  362  shows  a  satisfactory  increase  upon 
the  figure  in  1950  of  348.  Of  these  362  reports,  147  related 
to  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  young  children  under 
14  years  of  age.  Thirty  of  the  reports  related  to  persons 
suffering  from  Diabetes  Mellitus. 


The  majority  of  the  remaining  requests  for  background 
reports  concerned  elderly  sick  persons  and  also  some  patients 
suffering  from  disorders  of  the  alimentary  canal. 


Information  regarding  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
and  young  children  on  their  discharge  from  the  Montagu 
Hospital  was  passed  routinely  to  the  Health  Visitor  of  the 
respective  District  in  which  the  home  lay,  for  further  super¬ 
vision  and  special  care,  where  necessary.  At  the  same  time, 
information  with  regard  to  the  discharge  of  the  patient  and  the 
action  requested,  was  sent  to  the  family  doctor  concerned. 


Diabetic  patients  were  “followed  up”  in  their  homes,  and 
where  home  treatment  was  necessary,  this  was  given  by  the 
District  Nurse. 
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Especially  amongst  the  elderly  patient  who  has  been 
sick  and  is  being  discharged  from  hospital  but  who  lives  alone, 
there  has  been  a  need  for  the  helpful  advice  and  executive 
action  often  provided  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Also  domestic  help  has  been  supplied  to  cases  where 
this  has  been  recommended,  and  the  hospital  has  been  glad 
of  the  follow  up  ’  of  patients  discharged  from  hospital,  which 
is,  on  the  whole,  greatly  appreciated. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  start  this  very  success¬ 
ful  after-care  at  the  small  38  bedded  Fullerton  Hospital, 
Denaby  Main. 


(ii)  Tuberculosis* 

During  the  year  it  has  been  noted  in  your  District  that 
there  has  been  a  satisfying  increase  in  attendances  of  contacts 
at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough,  compared  with  records 
for  the  previous  year. 

People  are  willing  and  anxious,  not  only  to  accept 
advice  on  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  the 
treatment  of  it,  but  also  to  give  all  the  information  that  is 
asked  and  to  carry  out  medical  advice.  The  parents  of  children 
have  responded  remarkably  well  when  the  suggestion  of  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  has  been  made,  and  indeed  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report  there  has  been  no  refusal  of  its  use  to  children 
having  parents  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

This  has  been  the  first  year  when  B.C.G.  has  been  used 
in  your  District,  and  in  all,  28  children  have  been  segregated 
from  their  parents  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  following  the 
vaccination  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine.  Eight  children  were  not 
segregated,  as  the  source  of  infection  in  the  parents  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  quiescent  at  the  time.  All  the  children  who  were 
vaccinated  have  previously  been  tested  and  found  to  be 
Mantoux  negative.  This  result  I  considered  to  be  good,  and 
be  a  good  start  to  a  routine  measure  which  I  am  sure  will  be 
of  great  value  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis  in  your 
District,  especially  amongst  the  younger  children  of  families 
where  there  is  a  case  of  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  26  Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  mostly  in  the 
female  age  groups  1 6  to  25  years  and  26  to  35  years. 
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During  the  year  26  cases  resident  in  your  District  were 
admitted  to  Sanatorium  and  it  has  been  noticed  that  the  waiting 
period  was  considerably  lessened  for  all  types  of  cases, 
although  in  the  case  of  children  awaiting  admission  there  was 
still  some  delay.  Female  adults  were  waiting  longer  for 
admission  to  Sanatorium  than  were  males. 


The  following  number  of  cases  of  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  have  been  re-housed  in  your  District  during  the 
last  four  years,  thus  making  a  total  of  34  cases  re-housed  in 
4  years  : — 


1951  —  5  1949  —  8 

1950  —  8  1948  —  13 


Home  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  has  increased 
again  during  the  year  and  16  cases  in  your  District  have  been 
thus  helped  and  treated  with  Streptomycin  and  P.A.S..  Two 
bed  pans  and  2  air-rings  were  issued  via  the  Home  Nursing 
Service  for  the  treatment  of  cases  in  the  home,  and  for  segre¬ 
gation  purposes  2  patients  were  supplied  with  bed  and  bedding, 
and  one  patient  with  bedding  only. 


There  were  17  cases  granted  extra  nourishment,  two 
pints  of  milk  per  day,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  condition,  approximately  2,000  sputum  cartons  were  issued 
during  the  year. 


In  general  I  think  it  is  reasonable  to  say  that  the  death 
rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been  considerably 
reduced  over  the  years,  and  this  is  due,  of  course,  to  the 
successes  of  chest  surgery  and  to  the  use  of  the  new  drugs, 
which  only  a  few  years  ago  were  unknown. 


However  as  the  death  rate  as  a  whole  declines,  there 
seems  to  be  little  indication  that  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  the  population  is  declining  greatly.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
modern  methods,  which  are  so  readily  available,  are  making 
the  diagnosis  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  possible  earlier  on 
in  the  disease. 


However,  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  density  of  popul¬ 
ation  per  acre,  and  the  fact  of  this  being  a  heavily  industrial 
area  with  250  tons  of  soot  falling  per  square  mile  per  year, 
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are  probably  among  the  fundamental  causes  for  the  steady 
presence  of  this  disease  in  your  District.  The  overcrowding 
in  the  homes  themselves  may  be,  and  probably  is,  a  great 
contributory  cause  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  your  District  I  am  greatly  impressed  by  the  kindly 
help  and  co-operation  of  Councillors  and  of  what  are  some¬ 
times  referred  to,  disparagingly  or  not,  as  official  bodies.  Here 
I  find  that  the  prompt  and  kindly  help  to  cases  by  Mr.  Millar 
and  his  staff  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors,  particularly  Miss  Dodds  who  has  worked  in 
your  Area  untiringly  for  more  than  two  decades,  and  the 
Doncaster  Care  Committee  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Consultant  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Holden,  have  all  helped 
individual  cases. 

What  of  the  future  in  the  control  of  this  disease?  I  do 
not  think  that  any  one  measure,  be  it  Mass  Radiography,  Vac¬ 
cination  with  B.C.G.,  Re-housing,  increasing  the  spacing  of 
houses  per  acre,  cleansing  the  atmosphere,  etc.,  by  itself  would 
solve  the  problem,  but  if  the  outstanding  co-operation  and 
action  by  all  the  various  agencies  concerned  continued,  I  am 
sure  that  slow  and  steady  amelioration  will  be  the  result  and 
that  the  ground  gained  will  not  easily  be  lost. 

Section  47  —  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  1951,  and  no  recommendations  made. 

Home  Help  Service* 

The  following  cases  have  been  assisted  in  the 
Mexborough  area,  and  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 


previous  year  1950,  are  given  : — 

1951 

(1950) 

Illness 

23 

31 

Tuberculosis 

7 

1 

Lying  In  ...  ... 

30 

37 

Expectant  Mothers 

6 

26 

Aged  Sick 

39 

26 

Aged  Infirm 

17 

16 

Care  of  Children  of  School  Age 

3 

4 

During  1951,  the  equivalent  of  more  than  6  full  time 
Domestic  Helps  have  been  employed  in  Mexborough  Urban 
District. 


The  Service  continues  to  be  efficiently  run,  and  has 
undoubtedly  been  a  great  help  in  cases  where  it  has  been  given. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  during  the  year  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  where  Domestic  Helps  have 
been  employed  in  homes  of  aged  sick  persons,  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Home  Help  in  these  cases  naturally  tends  to  be 
continued  over  long  periods  of  time. 


It  has  been  found  generally  that  the  employment  of  the 
Domestic  Help  and  the  nursing  of  sick  persons  in  their  homes 
by  the  District  Nurse  under  the  direction  of  the  family  Doctor 
has  enabled  the  person  to  be  nursed  satisfactorily  at  home, 
and  not  necessitated  removal  of  the  patient  to  the  Hospital, 
where  there  is  normally  some  waiting  list  for  admission  to 
beds  for  aged  sick  persons. 

During  the  year,  help  in  the  home  has  been  provided 
for  seven  families  where  there  are  sufferers  from  Tuberculosis 
of  the  Lungs,  and  again  these  were  also  cases  where  help  was 
needed  over  a  long  period.  In  these  households  the  Home 
Helps  who  volunteered  were  all  over  the  age  of  45. 


The  Service  is  expanding,  and  I  feel  that  the  provision 
of  Domestic  Help  is  essential  in  the  households  where  it  is  em¬ 
ployed,  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard  of  health  and 
cleanliness. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

The  following  Tables  show  that  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1951,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  together 
with  Acute  Pneumonia  constituted  the  largest  numbers  of  notifi¬ 
cations  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  were  received  by  me 
from  General  Practitioners  in  your  District. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE S. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1951 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Notified 

after 

Correction 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  . 

366 

366 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

37 

38 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

20 

18 

16 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

Ophthalmia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

2 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

46 

45 

3 

7 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

— 

Malaria  . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

— 

Acute  Polio-Paralytic 
Acute  Polio 

10* 

7 

10 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Dysentery  . 

3 

3 

1 

— 

*  1  case  confirmed  as  Malaria 

1  case  confirmed  as  Whooping  Cough 
1  case  confirmed  as  Birth  Injuries 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1951. 


Age  Distribution. 


AGE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro-spin’l 

Fever 

Under  1 

25 

4 

1—2 

2 

16 

98 

15 

3 

3—4 

7 

145 

13 

2 

5—9 

9 

2 

3 

93 

5 

1 

10—14 

5 

15—24 

26 

3 

1 

25  &  over 

1 

Age 

unknown 

1 

1 

Total 

18 

Nil 

45 

3 

366 

38 

3 

7 

1 
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The  wide-spread  outbreak  of  Measles  which  was 
correctly  forecast,  by  this  Department  some  months  before  it 
occurred — the  latter  end  of  1950,  died  away  by  the  month  of 
May  in  1951.  Although  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  nature, 
there  was  one  death  in  an  infant  who  was  suffering  from  an 
intercurrent  disease. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during 
the  year,  and  there  was  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  to  20.  The  previous  year’s 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  39. 

For  the  first  year  it  would  appear  that  there  have  been 
no  notifications  received  from  your  district  of  children  suffering 
from  Diphtheria,  and  again  I  would  point  out  that  to  maintain 
this  position  it  is  necessary  for  all  infants  to  be  immunised  as 
a  normal  routine  and  painless  measure  at  eight  months,  and  in 
any  case  before  their  first  birthday. 

During  the  year,  immunisation  clinics  were  organised 
for  the  Infant  and  Junior  Mixed  Departments  of  schools  in 
your  area,  and  also  the  usual  immunisation  clinic  Sessions  were 
held  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Adwick  Road,  Mexborough. 

The  children  immunised  during  1951  in  your  district 
were  : — 

Under  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  216  (197) 

5 — 14  years  ...  ...  ...  112  (107) 

Booster  Doses  ...  ...  256  (289) 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1950  are  placed  in  brackets. 

The  occurrence  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  of  which  12 
notifications  were  received,  eight  of  which  were  subsequently 
confirmed,  was  disquieting.  Of  the  confirmed  cases,  seven 
had  some  residual  paralysis,  and  one  was  non-paralytic. 

The  notifications  received  indicated  that  in  nine  cases 
the  disease  started  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  July,  and  in  two 
cases  in  the  first  three  weeks  of  August.  A  case  notified  in 
October  in  an  adolescent  girl  was  subsequently  diagnosed  as 
pyogenic  meningitis. 

There  was  one  death — an  adult  female  of  30  years  of 
age — from  the  disease  in  the  latter  half  of  August. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  on  the  receipt  of  each 
notification,  and  houses  were  disinfected  after  the  patient  had 
been  removed  to  Hospital. 
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There  was  no  connection  which  could  be  established 
between  any  of  the  cases. 

It  would  appear  that  this  Poliomyelitis  outbreak  of 
multiple  cases  in  the  hot  weather  period,  when  the  night 
temperatures  do  not  fall  below  65°  Fahrenheit,  do  occur  in 
District,  and  why  they  should  occur  as  such  is  not  completely 
known. 


During  the  period  that  these  cases  were  occurring, 
adequate  information  was  dispersed  through  the  Clinics  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  In  addition  it  was  advised  that  any  child 
who  was  “off  colour”  during  the  warm  weather  period  should 
be  put  to  bed  at  once  and  medical  advice  sought. 


( ii )  Tuberculosis* 

Twenty-six  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year,  12  being  male  and  14  female.  New 
Non-Pulmonary  cases  totalled  one,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  new  cases  each  year  since  1948,  in  your 
district. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1948 

•  •  • 

23 

2 

1949 

•  •  • 

29 

1 

1950 

•  •  • 

18 

4 

1951 

•  •  • 

26 

1 

The  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  same  year  are 
as  follows  : — 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 


11 

13 

10 

12 


The  efficiency  of  notification  in  the  area  is  high,  and 
during  the  year  only  two  cases  were  first  known  of  by  receipt 
of  a  death  notification  that  the  cause  of  death  was  Tuberculosis. 


The  highest  incidence  of  fresh  cases  in  your  district 
continues  to  be  females  between  the  ages  of  16  and  25.  During 
the  year  I  understand  that  further  progress  has  been  made 
to  find  another  site  for  the  Chest  Clinic  in  Mexborough,  and 
it  is  expected  that  X-ray  facilities  will  be  available  at  the  new 
site. 


During  the  year,  further  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  Chest  Physician  for  a  visit  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  cetred  on  Doncaster,  to  visit  your  district  during 

1952. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


New  Cases 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1 

- 

— 

_____ 

1—5  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6—15  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

16—25  . 

3 

4 

— 

1 

26—35  . 

1 

4 

— 

— 

36—45  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

46—55  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

56—65  . 

3 

2 

— — 

— 

66  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

12 

14 

— 

1 

Deaths 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1  . 

~  - 

_  . 

. 

^mmmm 

1—5  . 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

6—15  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—25  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

26—35  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

36-45  . 

2 

— 

- - 

— 

46—55  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

56—65  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

66  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

11 

1 

— 

— 
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MEXBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  195L 


To  th^  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Mexborough  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  1951. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

There  were  an  additional  30  houses  completed  during 
the  year  making  a  total  of  5,190  houses  in  the  compact  area 
of  1,452  acres.  The  mid-1951  estimate  of  resident  population 
was  18,730  which  shows  a  small  decrease  of  some  500  persons 
since  1949.  The  area  is  still  overcrowded  and  there  are  still 
many  poor  housing  conditions.  Some  overcrowding  relief  is 
being  obtained  through  the  Council  s  housing  programme  but 
the  rate  of  progress  is  slow  and  socio-medical  conditions  in 
many  cases  are  far  from  satisfactory.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  Council  have  held  meetings  with  the  Conisborough 
U.D.C.  and  the  Doncaster  R.D.C.,  with  a  view  to  an  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Mexborough  Urban  District, 

Water  Supply, 

The  bore-hole  at  the  Water  Works  and  the  Ludwell 
Springs  continued  to  supply  the  township  during  1951.  24 

bacteriological  samples  were  taken  of  which  23  were  placed 
in  Grade  I  and  one  in  Grade  III.  The  works  have  been  main¬ 
tained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  sewers,  flooding  occurred 
in  certain  areas  of  the  town  after  heavy  rainfall.  The  sewage 
works,  though  of  an  old  type,  have  been  maintained  satis¬ 
factorily  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  Board  as  to  the  final  effluent. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District* 

Nature  of  No.  of 


Inspection 

Inspectio 

Factories  . 

.  73 

Bakehouses  . 

.  10 

Drainage 

. 107 

Offensive  Trades  . 

.  34 

Common  Lodging  House  . 

.  17 

Temporary  Dwellings  . 

.  54 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

.  143 

Shops  - . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

.  97 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

.  34 

Houses  .  ... 

3537 

Slaughter  Houses  . 

.  96 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

.  107 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . 

.  42 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

.  29 

Smoke  Inspections  . 

.  9 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  57 

Total 

4446 

Complaints* 

493  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  each 
one  was  given  prompt  attention.  There  was  a  big  decrease 
in  the  number  of  complaints  received  compared  with  the  1950 
figure.  The  majority  of  the  complaints  related  to  housing 
defects  and  came  chiefly  from  the  old  sub-standard  properties. 
In  my  opinion,  fewer  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
1951  as  a  result  of  the  large  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
Council  took  statutory  action  resulting  in  the  property  owners 
carrying  out  repairs  at  the  request  of  the  tenants,  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  23  complaints  were  outstanding. 

Housing* 

Housing  work  was  allocated  the  major  proportion  of  the 
working  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  opinion  gained  was 
that  many  property  owners  were  endeavouring  to  repair  their 
houses  voluntarily  without  the  Council  having  to  take  action. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  still  other  owners,  particularly 
those  interested  in  the  older  type  of  property,  who  were  meeting 
great  difficulty  through  lack  of  financial  resources.  A  total 
number  of  957  houses  were  inspected  for  housing  defects  and 
by  the  year  end,  632  houses  had  been  made  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action.  Statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health 
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Act  1936,  were  served  in  respect  of  157  houses  and  of  these, 
143  houses  were  repaired  by  the  owners  and  14  by  the  Local 
Authority,  in  default.  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  9, 
Housing  Act,  1936,  as  it  has  been  found  more  suitable  to  resort 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  By  the  year 
end,  it  was  felt  that  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  would 
have  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  in  several  cases  during  the 
forthcoming  year.  It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  obtain 
nuisance  orders  from  the  Magistrates’  Court  in  12  cases.  Ex¬ 
perience  has  shown  that  where  the  whole  legal  procedure  has 
to  be  invoked  to  compel  owners  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
repairs  to  their  property,  there  is  a  great  time-lag,  which  in 
some  cases  has  extended  to  nearly  twelve  months. 

Another  difficulty  met  with  in  practice  concerns  the 
houses  in  which  a  Demolition  Order  was  sought  but  an  under¬ 
taking  eventually  accepted  by  the  Council  that  the  property 
would  not  be  let  for  human  habitation.  It  was  found  in  three 
cases  that  after  the  tenants  had  been  rehoused,  squatters  broke 
in  and  took  up  residence  there.  This  is  the  great  danger  of 
undertakings  being  accepted  by  the  Council, 

List  of  Notices  Served, 


Section  39, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

18 

Section  93, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

111 

Section  45, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

19 

Section  56, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

5 

Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

4 

All  together,  a 

total  of  2,087  repairs  were  carried 

out 

to  632  houses,  the  defects  remedied  were  as  follows  : 

Chimneys  repaired 

...  94 

Roofs  repaired  . 

256 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  231 

Defective  walls  repaired 

63 

Damp  walls  remedied 

183 

Windows  repaired 

131 

Steps  repaired 

...  3 

Handrails  provided 

5 

Doors  repaired 

...  73 

Plaster  renewed . 

207 

New  sinks  . 

...  53 

Sink  linings  renewed  ... 

1 

Waste  pipes  renewed  28 

Coppers  renewed 

19 

Range  Repairs. 

...  126 

Firebacks  renewed 

43 

Floors  repaired 

...  58 

Water  in  cellars  remedied  5 

Choked  drains  released  ...  83 

Drains  reconstructed  ... 

15 

New  drains  . 

...  2 

New  gullies . 

9 

New  manholes 

...  5 

Manholes  reconstructed 

4 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  61 

Ventilation  . 

1 

Yard  Paving  . 

...  24 

Defective  rainwater 

New  W.C.s . 

...  5 

pipes  renewed . 

129 

New  Pails  . 

1 

W.C.s.  repaired  ...  ... 

148 

Miscellaneous 

...  21 

TOTAL  —  2,087. 
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Total  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 

Total  defects  found . 

Total  defects  remedied  . 

Number  of  houses  in  the  district 


957 

2,132 

2,087 

5,190 


Overcrowding* 

Although  no  figures  for  overcrowding  are  available,  it 
is  felt  that  overcrowding  is  on  the  decrease  particularly  as 
the  Council  gave  priority  in  rehousing  to  families  living  in 
rooms,  over  other  tenants — 6  cases  of  overcrowding  were  re¬ 
housed  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  In  addition,  other 
families  removed  to  larger  houses  vacated  by  applicants  on 
the  Council’s  tenants’  list. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

There  was  only  one  van  permanently  stationed  in  the 
fair-ground  in  1951  and  as  the  occupant  died  during  the  year, 
the  van  became  vacant.  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no 
temporary  dwellings  within  the  urban  area,  apart  from  an 
occasional  small  band  of  gypsies  who  parked  their  vans  for  a 
couple  of  days  on  a  site  in  Pastures  Road.  No  nuisances  were 
caused. 


Common  Lodging  House* 

The  Lees  Buildings  Lodging  House  was  found  to  be 
kept  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condition,  lime-washing  of 
the  premises  being  carried  out  fairly  frequently  by  the  regis¬ 
tered  owner.  21  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  the  average  number  of  inmates  was  found  to  be  in  the 
region  of  40,  which  figure  is  well  below  the  registered  number. 

The  registration  of  the  Lodging  House  was  renewed 
by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises* 

Apart  from  one  privately  owned  house,  which  was 
found  to  be  badly  infested  with  bugs  and  fleas,  there  was  no 
serious  case  of  vermin  infestation.  Inspections  were  carried 
out  of  Council-house  tenants  periodically  when  it  was  found 
that  approximately  a  dozen  were  inclined  to  dirty  conditions 
unless  there  was  constant  supervision.  No  bugs  were  found 
in  Council  houses,  but  preventive  measures  were  taken  in  the 
most  likely  cases.  There  was  close  scrutiny  of  prospective 
council  tenants  and  treatment  by  D.D.T.  of  the  worst  cases 
given. 


34 


There  were  many  complaints  of  cockroaches,  particu¬ 
larly  amongst  the  sub-standard  houses  and  although  treatments 
with  numerous  insecticides  were  given,  in  my  opinion,  there  is 
still  no  insecticide  available  which  affords  a  quick  destruction 
of  these  pests. 

With  an  influx  of  Italians  into  the  local  Miners’  Hostel, 
it  was  found  there  were  8  cases  of  infestation  by  body-lice  and 
6  cases  by  bugs.  Wholesale  treatments  of  certain  blocks  of 
the  hostel  were  given  and  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  hostel 
carried  out  inspections  of  the  personnel.  It  would  appear  that 
there  is  always  a  chance  of  foreign  workers  introducing 
vermin. 


Several  inspections  were  carried  out  with  Inspector 
Preston  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  resulting  in  improved  conditions  in 
many  cases.  The  N.S.P.C.C.  Officer  found  it  unnecessary  to 
take  any  legal  action. 

On  the  Council’s  behalf  I  must  again  thank  Inspector  J. 
Preston  for  his  willing  co-operation  and  invaluable  help  in 
dealing  with  the  many  social  problems  that  were  met  in  every¬ 
day  practice. 


Number  of  Verminous  Premises  Treated* 

Bug-infested  properties  .  49 

Ant-infested  properties  .  1 

Cockroach  infestations  .  22 

Silver-fish  infestations  .  3 

Body-lice  infestations  .  8 

«  ' 

83 


Squatters. 

This  problem  was  found  to  be  on  the  wane  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  two  families  occupying  old 
condemned  property.  One  squatter  was  evicted  after  legal 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  Council  and  the  property  was  de- 
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molished.  This  squatter  found  other  accommodation  outside 
the  urban  area.  The  other  squatter  remained  in  occupation 
during  the  whole  of  the  year.  During  the  course  of  the  year, 
however,  another  family  took  possession  of  a  condemned  house 
for  which  the  Council  had  accepted  an  undertaking  from  the 
owners  that  the  property  could  remain  up  and  be  used  as  stor¬ 
age  space. 

Inspections  of  the  Welfare  Huts  in  the  top  market  place 
which  had  been  made  available  to  rehouse  families  previously 
squatting,  showed  that  the  huts  were  beginning  to  deteriorate. 
The  roofs  were  beginning  to  leak  and  as  heating  was  obtained 
from  a  slow  combustion  stove,  the  hutments  became  unbearably 
hot.  Three  families  occupied  these  hutments  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control* 

The  usual  routine  inspection  and  control  was  operated. 
It  was  evident  that  the  work  over  the  past  few  years  has  greatly 
reduced  the  rat  population  and  in  fact  it  became  possible  to 
pin-point  the  danger  spots.  These  were  chiefly  the  allotment 
premises  and  frequent  inspections  and  treatments  were  given. 
New  poisons  introduced  must  be  given  some  credit  for  the 
successful  treatments.  In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  requirements,  two  ten  per  cent,  tests 
of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  and  these  showed  very  little 
infestation  in  sewers.  This,  however,  may  be  due  to  the  super¬ 
charging  of  the  sewers  after  heavy  rain-storms. 

There  were  the  usual  mice  infestations  in  food  shops 
but  on  the  whole  these  were  on  a  very  small  scale. 

It  was  found  that  owners  of  infested  premises  now  re¬ 
quire  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  disinfestation  work  on  their 
behalf. 


Premises  inspected  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  162 

Number  of  rat-infested  premises 

treated 

...  90 

Number  of  baiting  points 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1172 

Pre-baits  laid 

. 

3516 

Post-baits  showing  infestation  clear 

...  104 

Rat  bodies  recovered  . 

. 

...  270 

Mice-infested  premises  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  29 

Number  treated  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  29 

Mice  bodies  recovered  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  265 

the  rodent  infestations,  5  were 

major  infestations 

and  85  of  a  minor  nature. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution, 

Readings  were  continued  throughout  the  year  from  the 
eight  lead  peroxide  instruments.  There  was  the  usual  diminu¬ 
tion  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  summer  months,  and  it  is  signifi¬ 
cant  that  the  highest  readings  are  now  being  obtained  from  the 
instruments  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  dispersal  of  the 
pollution  from  the  Electricity  Generating  Station  chimneys  at 
the  east  end  of  the  town  appears  to  be  fairly  successful.  In 
my  opinion  the  figures  show  that  our  problem  of  atmospheric 
pollution  is  in  no  small  way  due  to  the  domestic  flue.  The 
solution  of  this,  of  course,  is  not  easy  and  there  will  not  be  an 
immediate  improvement.  To  wean  the  inhabitants  of  this 
heavy  coalmining  area  from  burning  raw  coal,  will  not  be  an 
easy  task.  The  Council  are  endeavouring  to  set  a  lead  by 
installing  modern-type  appliances  into  their  new  Council 
houses. 


The  pollution  gauge  figures  vary  from  ten  to  twenty 
tons  of  soot  per  square  mile  per  month,  which  are  no  doubt 
about  the  average  for  an  industrial  district  of  this  nature.  Wind 
summaries  were  obtained  from  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Finningley 
by  kind  permission  of  the  Air  Council  and  it  would  appear 
that  our  soot  deposit  is  greatest  with  a  south-westerly  wind, 
this  factor  proving  more  or  less  that  the  pollution  of  the  district 
is  not  all  its  own. 

There  were  only  occasional  complaints  received  during 
the  year  of  smoke  nuisances  from  individual  chimneys  and  these 
were  remedied  on  intervention  by  this  department.  I  would 
say  over  the  year  there  was  an  improvement  at  the  chimneys 
of  the  Miners’  Hostel  and  the  Montagu  Hospital.  Any  lapse 
here  would  appear  to  be  due  to  inefficient  stoking. 

The  readings  from  the  lead  peroxide  instruments  and 
the  deposit  gauge  are  enclosed. 
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Wt  Ba  S04 


Period 

Station 

Area 

Exposed 

in  Sq.  Cm. 

In  Sample 

(Mg.) 

In  Control 

(Mg.) 

Due  to 

Exposure 

(Mg.) 

Wt.  of  S03 

collected 

Mg./ 100 

sq.  cm./day 

Jan./51 

Bailey  . 

96  0 

222  -0 

10-0 

212-0 

2-61 

Denaby  . 

101  0 

188  -0 

10-0 

178  -0 

2-09 

Hanby 

99  -0 

137  -0 

10-0 

127  -0 

1  -52 

Market  Hall 

100-5 

208  -0 

10-0 

198  -0 

2-33 

Sewage  Farm 

100  -0 

286  -0 

10-0 

276  -0 

3  -27 

Water  Tower 

101  -0 

250  -0 

10-0 

240  -0 

2-81 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100-0 

221  -0 

10-0 

211  -0 

2-50 

2nd  Y.E.P. 

101  -0 

258  -0 

10-0 

248  -0 

2-91 

Feb./51 

Bailey  . 

97  -0 

185  -0 

10-0 

175  -0 

2-21 

Denaby  . 

102  -0 

137  -0 

10-0 

127  -0 

1  -53 

Hanby  . 

99  -0 

96  -0 

10-0 

86  -0 

1  -06 

Market  Hall 

100-0 

226  -0 

10-0 

216-0 

2-65 

Sewage  Farm  . 

98  -0 

199  -0 

10-0 

189  -0 

2-36 

Water  Tower 

103  -0 

212-0 

10-0 

202  -0 

2-41 

1st  Y.E.P . 

101  -0 

147  -0 

10-0 

137-0 

1  -66 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

100  -0 

178-5 

10-0 

168  -5 

2-07 

Mar./51 

Bailey  . 

101  -0 

191  -0 

9-0 

182  -0 

2-00 

Denaby  . 

98  -0 

152-5 

9-0 

143-5 

1  -62 

Hanby  . 

98  -0 

97  -0 

9-0 

88  -0 

0-99 

Market  Hall 

96  -0 

169  -0 

9-0 

160  -0 

1  -85 

Sewage  Farm  . 

97  -0 

195  -0 

9-0 

186  -0 

2-13 

Water  Tower 

98  -0 

197  0 

9-0 

188  -0 

2-13 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100-0 

116-0 

9-0 

107  -0 

1  -18 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

100-0 

170  -0 

9-0 

161  -0 

1  -78 

Apr./51 

Bailey  . 

98  -0 

121  -0 

9-0 

112-0 

1  -31 

Denaby  . 

102  -0 

105  -0 

9-0 

96  -0 

1  -08 

Hanby  . 

98  -0 

102  -0 

9-0 

93  -0 

1  -09 

Market  Hall 

97  -0 

139  -0 

9-0 

130  -0 

1  -53 

Sewage  Farm  . 

97  -0 

197  -0 

9-0 

188  -0 

2-22 

Water  Tower 

100  -0 

159-5 

9-0 

150-5 

1  -72 

1st  Y.E.P. 

97  -0 

118-5 

9-0 

109-5 

1  -29 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

98  -0 

136-0 

9-0 

127  -0 

1  -48 

May/51 

Bailey  . 

99  -0 

87  -0 

4-0 

83  -0 

0-93 

Denaby  . 

101  -0 

73  -0 

4-0 

69  -0 

0-76 

Hanby  . 

96  -0 

77  -0 

4-0 

73  -0 

0-84 

Market  Hall 

95  -0 

147  -0 

4-0 

143  -0 

1  -67 

Sewage  Farm  . 

92  -0 

86-0 

4-0 

82  -0 

0-99 

Water  Tower 

99  -0 

159  -0 

4-0 

155  -0 

1  -73 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100-0 

108  -0 

4-0 

104  -0 

1  -15 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

100-0 

116-0 

4-0 

112-0 

1  -24 

June/51 

Bailey  . 

96  -0 

124-5 

4-0 

120-5 

1  -44 

Denaby  . 

101  -0 

102  -0 

4-0 

98  -0 

1  -11 

Hanby  . 

98  -0 

84-5 

4-0 

80-5 

0-94 

Market  Hall 

97  -0 

164  -0 

4-0 

160  -0 

1  -89 

Sewage  Farm  . 

95  -0 

130  -0 

4-0 

126  0 

1  -52 

Water  Tower 

99  -0 

185-5 

4-0 

181  -5 

2-10 

1st  Y.E.P . 

98  -0 

80  -0 

4-0 

76  -0 

0-89 

2nd  Y.E.P. 

97  -0 

163-5 

4-0 

159-5 

1  -88 
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Wt.  Ba  S04 — (cont.) 


Period 

Station 

Area 

Exposed 

in  sq.  cm. 

In  Sample 

(Mg.) 

In  Control 

(Mg.) 

Due  to 

Exposure 

(Mg.) 

Wt.  of  S03 

collected 

Mg/100 

sq.  cm. /day 

July/51 

Bailey 

98  -0 

120  0 

10-0 

110  0 

1  -25 

Denaby  . 

98  -0 

105  0 

10-0 

95  -0 

1  -07 

Hanby  . 

94  0 

87  -5 

10-0 

77  -5 

0-91 

Market  Hall 

96  -0 

165  -0 

10-0 

155  0 

1  -79 

Sewage  Farm  . 

101  0 

134  -0 

10-0 

124-0 

1  -36 

Water  Tower 

100  0 

170  0 

10-0 

160  -0 

1  -77 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100  0 

147-3 

10-0 

137-5 

1  *52 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

100  0 

169  -0 

10-0 

159  -0 

1  -76 

Aug/51 

Bailey  . 

97  -0 

145  0 

10-0 

135  -0 

1  -59 

Denaby  . 

100  0 

84-5 

10-0 

74-5 

0-85 

Hanby  . 

99  0 

46-5 

10-0 

36  -5 

0-42 

Market  Hall 

96  -0 

216-5 

10-0 

206-5 

2-46 

Sewage  Farm  . 

99  0 

140-5 

10-0 

130-5 

1  -51 

Water  Tower 

99  -0 

136-5 

10-0 

126-5 

1  -46 

1st  Y.E.P . 

98  0 

127  -5 

10-0 

117-5 

1  -37 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

99  0 

153  -0 

10-0 

143  -0 

1  -65  i 
! 

Sep./51 

Bailey  . 

99  -0 

139  -0 

11  -0 

128  -0 

1  -43 

Denaby  . 

97  -0 

84-5 

11  -0 

73-5 

0-83 

Hanby  . 

100  0 

71  -0 

11  -0 

60  -0 

0-66 

Market  Hall 

96  0 

180  -0 

11  -0 

169  -0 

1  -95 

Sewage  Farm  . 

102  0 

142  -0 

11  -0 

131  -0 

1  -42 

Water  Tower 

101  0 

178  -0 

11  -0 

167  -0 

1  -83 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100  0 

118-5 

11  -0 

107-5 

1  -19 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

101  0 

165  *0 

11  -0 

154  -0 

1  -69 

Oct./51 

Bailey  . 

99  0 

208  -0 

10-0 

198  -0 

2-29 

Denaby  . 

100  0 

191  -0 

10-0 

181  -0 

2-07 

Hanby  . 

98  -0 

123  -0 

10 -0 

113-0 

1  -32 

Market  Hall 

98  -0 

100  -0 

10-0 

90  -0 

1  -05 

Sewage  Farm  . 

97  -0 

224  -0 

10-0 

214-0 

2-50 

Water  Tower 

101  0 

255  -0 

10-0 

245  -0 

2-78 

1st  Y.E.P . 

98  -0 

183  -0 

10-0 

173  -0 

2-02 

2nd  Y.E.P . 

98  -0 

235  -0 

10-0 

225  -0 

2-63 

Nov./51 

Bailey  . 

100  0 

230  -0 

12-0 

218-0 

2-50 

Denaby  . 

101  0 

158  -0 

12-0 

146  -0 

1  -70 

Hanby  . 

100  0 

77  -0 

12-0 

65  -0 

0-74 

Market  Hall 

97  0 

254  -0 

12-0 

242  -0 

2-86 

Sewage  Farm  . 

100  0 

232-0 

12-0 

220  -0 

2-52 

Water  Tower 

100  0 

247  -0 

12-0 

235  -0 

2-69 

1st  Y.E.P . 

100  0 

224  -0 

12-0 

212-0 

2-43 

2nd  Y.E.P. 

99  0 

227  -0 

12-0 

215  -0 

2-49 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGE  READINGS  —  PERIOD  JANUARY-DECEMBER,  1951. 

Site  of  Gauge — In  front  of  Urban  District  Council  Offices,  corner  of  Adwick  Road  and  Doncaster 

Road,  Mexborouqh. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION* 


The  town’s  meat  supply  continued  to  be  supplied  from 
the  Doncaster  Abattoir  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
licence  any  slaughter-houses. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  system  of  transportation 
of  meat  is  still  not  at  the  standard  which  it  should  be.  Care 
in  handling  could  be  given  more  attention. 


There  is  still  the  prevailing  practice  in  this  district  of 
owners  of  cottagers’  pigs  not  asking  for  post-mortem  ins¬ 
pections  of  animals.  Much  concern  is  felt  in  this  direction  as 
it  may  be  assumed  that  tuberculous  meat  is  being  consumed. 
The  staff  of  the  department  have  always  been  willing  to  carry 
out  inspections  of  the  animals  and  it  is  amazing  that  more 
people  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  see  that 
their  meat  is  free  from  disease  and  fit  for  human  consumption. 
It  has  to  be  admitted  that  there  is  no  legal  compulsion  on  the 
owners  of  cottagers’  pigs  to  have  them  inspected  and  it  is  felt 
that  some  people  would  rather  take  a  risk  with  their  pigs  than 
ask  for  inspection,  and  possibly  being  advised  to  destroy  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  animals’  carcasses.  Again,  the  place  of 
slaughter  of  many  pigs  on  allotment  premises  is  far  from 
satisfactory. 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  Meat- 
Receiving  Depot  and  weekly  visits  paid  to  wholesale  and  retail 
premises  in  the  town.  It  was  found  that  a  large  quantity  of 
imported  canned  foodstuffs,  particularly  canned  hams  from 
the  Continent,  were  arriving  in  poor  condition. 


The  following  amounts 
for  human  consumption  : — 

24  tins  Mustard. 

154  tins  Peas. 

1  ton  2  cwt.  2  qrs.  Peas. 

1,425  tins  Tomatoes. 

22  lbs.  Marmalade. 

194  lbs.  Jam. 

9  lbs.  Lemon  Curd. 

749  tins  Milk. 

55  Xmas  Puddings. 

274  lbs.  Flour. 

31  Rabbits. 

35  tins  Jellied  Veal. 


of  foodstuffs  were  found  unfit 

1 1  tins  Beef  Loaf. 

20  tins  Stewed  Steak. 

13  tins  Oranges. 

47  tins  Pears. 

6  tins  Grapes. 

8  tins  Damsons. 

84  tins  Benger’s  Food. 

13  tins  Pilchards. 

50  tins  Beans. 

49  tins  Mixed  Vegetables. 

20  tins  Cherries. 

26  tins  Plums. 
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15  tins  Apples. 

72  pkts.  Gravy  Browning. 

1 1  tins  Chicken. 

6  bottles  Onions. 

16  lbs.  Sugar. 

14  tins  Braised  Kidneys. 
178  lbs.  Baking  Powder. 
69  jars  Salad  Cream. 

51  bottles  Pickles. 

5  lbs.  Mincemeat. 

1,296  pkts.  Isinglass. 

72  tins  Delecafe. 

123  lbs.  Spaghetti. 

6  lbs.  Dried  Milk. 

12  tins  Strawberries. 

1  pkt.  Shredded  Wheat. 

9  lbs.  Rabbits. 

1  pkt.  Syrup  Waffles. 

1  jar  Meat  Paste. 

51  pkts.  Cornflakes. 

7  tins  Fruit  Salad. 

4  stones  Haddock. 

16  cases  Parsley. 

1  jar  Fish  Paste. 

520  tins  Lunch  Meat. 

716^  lbs.  Cooked  Ham. 

199  tins  Pork. 

435^  lbs.  Cheese. 

347  Cartons  Cheese. 

21  cases  Dried  Herbs. 

4  tins  Grapefruit. 

2  tins  Bilberries. 

37  tins  Shoulder. 

248  lbs.  Pearl  Barley. 

2116  lbs.  White  Beans. 

6  tins  Bananas. 

5  tins  Ham  Loaf. 

73  lbs.  Dates. 

132  pkts.  Dates. 

1  tin  Tongue. 

68  Pies. 

15  tins  Tunny  Fish. 

12  pkts.  Stuffing. 

1,320  pkts.  Pastry  Mix. 

74  lbs.  Dessert  Powder. 

50  lbs.  Curry  Powder. 

5  pkts.  Ryvita. 


3  tins  Peaches. 

7  lbs.  Soup  Powder. 

7  lbs.  Blanc  Mange  Powder. 
1,012  bottles  Ginger  Compound. 
3  lbs.  Ground  Cinnamon. 

291  bottles  Flavouring. 

6  tins  Spratts. 

3  tins  Sardines.  , 

1  tin  Black  Currants. 

12  pkts.  Thyme. 

28  ozs.  Coffee. 

5  boxes  Oats. 

272  lbs,  Marcaroni  Rings. 

36  tins  of  Custard  Powder. 

6  pkts.  Grapenuts. 

6  Table  Creams. 

4  jars  Piccalilli. 

65  tins  Soup. 

96  tins  Baby  Food. 

12  cwt.  92  lbs.  Ground  Rice. 

168  lbs.  Sago. 

12  tins  Herrings. 

350  lbs.  Semolina. 

30  lbs.  Pudding  Mixture. 

77  tins  Tomato  Juice. 

1  cwt.  Ice  Cream  Powder. 

358  lbs.  Swedish  Fat. 

3  lbs.  Margarine. 

2  lbs.  Butter. 

5  jars  Honey. 

3  tins  Apple  Juice. 

2  tins  Barracuta. 

1 1  tins  Apricots. 

7  tins  Strained  Prunes. 

3  tins  Greengages. 

54  tins  Tometti. 

2  tins  Parsnips. 

91  lbs.  Sausage. 

73  bottles  Sauce. 

11  i  lbs.  Brawn. 

24  cases  Dried  Mint. 

1 38  Jelly  Tablets. 

6  kegs.  Pigs’  Feet. 

49  tins  Salmon. 

1  tin  Crabmeat. 

13  tins  Pineapple. 

40  lbs.  Vegetable  Links. 
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9  cwts.  21  lbs.  Salt. 

168  lbs.  Figs. 

22  lbs.  Coconut. 

1  tin  Cooked  Fore. 

30  bars  Chocolate. 

7  lbs.  Pressed  Beef. 

1,120  lbs.  Batter  Mix. 

2  tins  Carrots. 

18^  lbs.  Cake. 

1  Cream  Sandwich. 

18  lbs.  Pork  Bundles, 
lq-  lbs.  Lard. 

3  Lambs’  Tongues. 

6  cartons  Poast  Toasties. 
1  tin  Lobster. 


11  Chocolate  Teacakes. 

8  tins  Sild-in-Tomato. 

26  lbs.  Boneless  Ham. 

4-!  cwt.  Split  Peas, 

1 1  tins  Fatless  Ham. 

34  lbs.  Fatless  Ham. 

10  Swiss  Rolls. 

37  packets  Quaker  Oats. 
1  lb.  Yeast. 

1  tin  Nescafe. 

18  pkts.  All  Bran. 

1  jar  Chutney. 

4  pkts.  Rice  Creamola. 

1  jar  Bovril. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1 933* 

Nine  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  issued 
during  the  year  by  the  Council.  No  offences  were  committed. 


Food  Premises. 

Registered  premises  were  as  follows: — 

Bakehouses  4 

Tripe  Boilers  .  2 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausage,  pressed, 

pickled  or  preserved  foods  .  10 

Fish  Friers  .  23 

Routine  check-ups  of  all  the  food  premises  in  the  town 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  on  the  whole,  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  satisfactory,  Only  in  two  cases 
were  conditions  not  reasonable,  but  on  informal  approach  the 
standards  were  raised  considerably,  It  has  been  gratifying 
to  know  that  the  response  from  the  food  traders  in  the  town 
has  been  a  good  one  and  eager  co-operation  in  matters  of 
hygiene  has  been  evident. 

Some  alterations  in  stalls  inside  the  Market  Hall  were 
carried  out  though  a  scheme  for  reorganisation  of  the  market 
had  not  been  completed  by  the  year  end.  Gradually,  it  is 
hoped  to  bring  all  food  traders  under  cover. 
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Ice  Cream* 

54  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  an 
increase  of  8  new  registrations  over  the  figure  for  1950.  There 
was  one  registration  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  All 
ice  cream  sold  in  the  shops  was  pre-packed,  and  in  fact  there 
was  only  one  supply  of  loose  ice  cream  which  was  brought 
into  the  town  by  a  street  vendor  from  another  district.  15 
samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  results  showed  13  samples  in  Grade  1  and  2  samples 
in  Grade  II. 


Milk  Production* 

There  were  24  registered  milk  distributors  in  1951  and 
of  the  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  graded  milks,  there  were 

4  for  sterilised  milk,  2  for  pasteurised  milk  and  one  for  tuber¬ 
culin  tested  milk. 

It  was  found  that  all  the  small  retailers  but  one  had 
been  taken  over  by  distributing  companies,  of  which  there  are 

5  operating  in  the  district. 

i  here  was  only  one  supply  of  loose  milk,  all  the  others 
being  bottled.  There  were  no  complaints  during  the  year  and 
no  infection  traced  to  the  milk  supply.  4  samples  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  test  were  taken  during  the  year  and  2  for  biological 
test.  All  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Factories* 

There  were  60  factories  on  the  register  during  1951, 
50  with  power  and  10  with  non-power.  A  total  of  135 
inspections  were  carried  out.  There  are  no  real  major  in¬ 
dustries  in  the  town,  the  majority  of  the  factories  being  small. 
The  following  defects  were  found  and  remedied: — 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Defective  closet  accommodation 
Other  offences  . 

20 


1 

1 

2 

11 

1 
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Public  Cleansing  -  Refuse  Collection* 

There  were  5  refuse  collection  rounds  in  operation  on 
which  were  employed  15  refuse  collectors  and  5  drivers.  Karrier 
Bantam  refuse  collectors  were  used  and  were  found  to  be 
admirable  for  the  job  in  hand.  T  he  weekly  collection  service 
was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  though  difficulties  were 
experienced  in  replacing  employees  of  a  suitable  type.  It 
was  found  that  on  application  to  the  local  Employment  Ex¬ 
change  the  type  of  employee  submitted  was  far  from  suited  to 
the  type  of  work  involved.  A  total  number  of  274,097  bin 
premises  were  visited  and  cleared  during  the  year  and  a  total 
of  4,594  loads  of  refuse  were  dealt  with.  The  weight  of  refuse 
removed  was  approaching  10,000  tons.  The  weekly  cleansing 
service  for  19  pail  closets  at  Wragby  Row  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 


Under  the  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  323  bins  were  re¬ 
placed.  A  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  bins  of  a 
suitable  type  for  the  district  and  delivery  periods  were  rather 
lengthy.  There  were  still  an  appreciable  number  of  bins  to  be 
replaced  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the 
leeway  will  be  made  up  in  two  or  three  years.  Another 
difficulty  was  also  the  increases  in  the  cost  of  bins,  which  now 
appear  to  have  reached  a  very  high  figure  over  that  of  the 
pre-war  bin.  The  non-galvanisation  of  bins  is  shortening  the 
life  of  a  dust-bin  and  adding  to  the  cost  of  the  scheme. 


Refuse  Disposal* 

Through  negotiations  with  the  National  Coal  Board  and 
with  the  help  of  the  West  Riding  County  Planning  Officer, 
the  Council  took  advantage  of  an  offer  to  rent  land  owned  by 
the  National  Coal  Board  and  situated  on  the  Pastures  Road. 
This  land  offered  tipping  for  approximately  four  to  five  years. 
In  addition,  after  a  public  enquiry,  a  compulsory  purchase  of 
King’s  Road  Quarry  was  obtained  which  offered  another  two 
to  three  years’  tipping  space.  Tipping  commenced  at  King  s 
Road  in  the  early  part  of  1951  and  only  the  cleaner  type)  oi 
refuse  was  put  there.  A  ramp  was  constructed  and  the  tipping 
carried  out  in  layers.  About  half  of  the  town’s  refuse  was 
dealt  with  at  King’s  Road  and  the  other  half  at  the  Pastures 
Road  site.  All  refuse  disposal  was  by  controlled  tipping  and 
soil  for  covering  purposes  was  obtained  from  the  housing  sites, 
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The  total  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  in 
the  region  of  £8,700.  This  figure  was  again  an  increase 
in  the  cost  for  the  previous  year  due  to  increases  in  wages  for 
the  workmen  and  increases  in  petrol  tax.  There  appears  to 
have  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  cost  of  refuse  collection 
over  the  past  few  years. 


Salvage, 

The  major  part  of  salvaged  materials  consisted  of  waste 
paper  with  textiles  and  scrap  metals  in  minor  quantities.  Sal¬ 
vage  was  worth  £2,226  9s.,  which  figure  incidentally  was  the 
highest  figure  ever  obtained  in  any  one  year.  A  waste  paper 
drive  was  held  and  the  results  were  satisfactory.  The  work¬ 
men’s  bonus  scheme  was  continued.  The  individual  quantities 
of  salvaged  materials  were  as  follows: — 

Waste  Paper  :  14  tons,  8  cwts.  0  qrs.  14  lbs. 

Textiles  :  2  tons,  1  cwt.  3  qrs.  14  lbs. 

Scrap  Metals  :  2  tons,  0  cwts.  3  qrs.  14  lbs. 

Wools  :  1 5  lbs. 

Horsehair  :  1  cwt. 

Since  1940,  when  the  salvage  scheme  was  inaugurated, 
the  total  amount  of  salvaged  materials  sold  is  £8,781  10s.  6d. 


Conclusion, 

As  in  former  years  I  can  only  refer  to  the  housing 
problem  as  being  the  major  one  of  the  district,  With  a  big 
programme  of  statutory  action  it  has  been  found  that  most 
private  landlords  were  beginning  to  face  up  to  their  responsi¬ 
bilities,  but  the  main  difficulty  has  been  that  of  the  old  sub¬ 
standard  property  for  which  there  is  only  one  appropriate 
action,  that  is,  demolition.  It  would  appear  that  these  houses 
are  to  be  with  us  for  some  time  to  come  as  alternative  accommo¬ 
dation  is  not  available.  On  the  whole,  the  housing  position 
remained  static  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  Council’s  efforts  to  obtain 
tipping  sites  in  the  area  proved  successful  and  gave  a  breathing 
space  of  approximately  five  years,  but  efforts  should  be  made 
to  obtain  further  tipping  room  as  otherwise  the  problem  of 
shortage  of  available  land  will  recur  in  a  few  years  time.  This 
I  suppose,  is  one  argument  in  favour  of  amalgamation  with 
other  districts. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  salvage  returns  for  the 
year  under  review  were  the  highest  ever  recorded.  An  all-out 
effort  by  the  department  was  instrumental  in  this.  Although 
the  high  tonnage  may  be  maintained  in  the  forthcoming  year 
it  is  evident  that  a  fall  in  prices,  particularly  that  of  waste  paper 
will  reduce  the  income  considerably. 

I  consider  that  the  general  hygienic  standard  of  food 
traders  is  satisfactory  and  on  the  whole,  the  traders  in  the  town 
are  anxious  to  co-operate,  I  still  feel,  however,  that  the  hand¬ 
ling  of  the  meat  suply  is  still  not  as  good  as  it  might  be,  though 
I  realise  the  difficulty  when  the  meat  is  handled  two  or  three 
times  before  it  reaches  the  consumer.  The  Council  have  taken 
a  keen  interest  in  the  clean  food  campaign  and  by  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Market  Inspector  it  has  been  found  possible  to 
move  some  of  the  food  traders  to  inside  premises. 

Inspections  of  Council-owned  houses  showed  some  eight 
or  nine  tenants  with  very  little  pride  of  home  and  though  ver¬ 
minous  conditions  are  almost  now  non-existent  in  the  Council 
houses,  I  feel  this  is  only  due  to  constant  supervision  of  the 
problem  cases. 

The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  has 
been  most  successful  and  year  by  year,  we  find  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  complaints.  The  danger  spots  of  the  town  have 
been  given  constant  treatment  and  results  have  shown  that  the 
rat  population  is  on  the  wane. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Leiper,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  his  kindness  and  assistance  during  the  year,  and  I 
wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  the  Council  for  their  support. 

I  would  also  thank  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their 
keenness  and  efficiency  during  the  year  and  for  their  help  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report, 

I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  BREARLEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cert,  s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a..  Cert.  Insp. 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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